Passion for Dental Therapy Runs
in the Family

By Chelsea Luong, ADTA Communications
Associate

Meet Leandra Beech and Mek
Apangalook, two sisters from Alaska who
share a passion for dental therapy. Born
and raised in the northern reaches of
Alaska, in Gambell, St. Lawrence, the
sisters developed an appreciation for
dental care from an early age. Leandra,
the oldest of three, started her career in dental care as a dental assistant in
2008. After gaining eight years of experience, she became a sponsor for the
Dental Health Aide Therapist (DHAT) program. On the other hand, Mek initially
attended the Southcentral Foundation Training Program for a different field
before discovering her passion for dental therapy. She started her journey as a
dental assistant with SCF for 11 years before seizing the opportunity to
become a dental therapist.

Click here to read more!

Serving the Community, One Smile at a Time
By Blake Timm '98

Check out this article featuring our Director, Wilber
Ramirez-Rodriguez.

"The only thing bigger than a passion for the dental
profession for Wilber Ramirez-Rodriguez *10 is his
heart for service."

"An associate professor in Pacific University’s School
of Dental Hygiene Studies, Ramirez-Rodriguez has
used that heart to not only educate students but to
provide dental services to underserved communities across Oregon through
the Smile Care Everywhere program.”



https://www.americandentaltherapyassociation.org/index.php?option=com_dailyplanetblog&view=entry&year=2024&month=02&day=29&id=36:passion-for-dental-therapy-runs-in-the-family
https://www.pacificu.edu/about/directory/people/wilber-ramirez-rodriguez-rdh-bsdh-dds-per%C3%BA
https://www.pacificu.edu/academics/colleges/college-health-professions/school-dental-hygiene-studies
https://www.americandentaltherapyassociation.org/membership
https://arcorafoundation.org/
https://www.dentaltherapy.org/
https://www.nihb.org/oralhealthinitiative/index.php
https://spthb.org/programs/our-grants/native-oral-health-network/
https://www.carequest.org/
https://www.constantcontact.com/landing1/vr/home?cc=nge&utm_campaign=nge&rmc=VF21_CPE&utm_medium=VF21_CPE&utm_source=viral&nav=94b1a7dc-4cdf-4e1f-b5d4-63d26e489520

ADTA

Legislative
Updates

FLORIDA - House Bill B1173 offers Florida an opportunity to expand access to
dental care and improve the health of Floridians, including giving dentists the
option to add dental therapists to their dental teams through the licensure of
dental therapists. While HB 1173 passed in its first committee the bill died in
the Health & Human Services Committee on March 8, 2024. Floridians for
Dental Access will continue its work to make dental therapy a reality in Florida.
If you have friends, family, or colleagues in Florida, ask them to join the
Floridian for Dental Access campaign today!

NEW YORK - Senate Bill S4428 aims to improve access to dental care in
underserved areas by permitting the licensing of dental therapists and
advanced dental therapists. This would enable these dental professionals to
provide services in communities that currently face difficulties in accessing
dental care. For more information, click here.

WISCONSIN - In a huge win for dental access in Wisconsin, SB 689 allowing

the licensure of Dental Therapists in Wisconsin passed both houses of the
legislature with bipartisan support. To learn more, click here.

National Partnership for Dental T B

Therapy Resources Page Resources

Visit the National Partnership for Dental Fact
Sheets

Therapy's new and improved resources
page! It presents a simplified interface
with clickable tiles for Fact Sheets,
Research, Advocacy & Communications,
and Policy. Clicking on these tiles
provides users with many informative
resources.

Indian Country Oral Health ECHO


https://www.pacificu.edu/about/media/serving-community-one-smile-time
https://www.floridiansfordentalaccess.org/
https://www.nysenate.gov/legislation/bills/2023/S4428
https://will-law.org/january-healthcare-highlight-dental-therapy-comes-to-wisconsin/
https://dentaltherapy.org/resources

Northwest Portland Area Indian Health Board is
hosting the Indian Country Oral Health ECHO clinic
the second Wednesday of every other month at
12pm PT. The one hour virtual ECHO clinic provides
an opportunity to engage in a case discussion,
receive recommendations from peers and an
interprofessional team of specialists working in Indian E C H o
Country, participate in a didactic presentation and

join a learning community to effectively optimize

minimally invasive dentistry, and treat patients locally with holistic, culturally
appropriate care. CDE will be provided.

INDIAN + COUNTRY

Who Should Attend?: Oral health staff serving American Indian and Alaska
Native people, and others are welcome.

To Join: Simply click here at the time of meeting

To learn more, and sign-up for email reminders to join,click here. If you have
any questions, please feel free to contact our team at echo@npaihb.org or
Ticey Mason, NTDSC project director at tmason@npaihb.org.

ADTA

World Oral
Health Day

World Oral Health Day is Wednesday, March 20, 2024.

To learn more about good oral health and take part in this day, visit these
websites to learn more.

e World Oral Health Day 2024

e World Oral Health Day: Accelerate action to achieve universal coverage
for oral health

e Research on Dental Therapy and Oral Health Equity

Northlands Celebrate New Dental
Therapy Program in La Ronge
By Derek Cornet


https://www.facebook.com/Northwest-Portland-Area-Indian-Health-Board-116696718390853/?__cft__[0]=AZUVpBKbeBQ0peOQKha_AwgY-YBJBbpaGvDCnUXS_mVq-xR4KzAl4BUNGS_4xAZEbfodfhXjszqP_bJdJ_1ykKNtOwbE1baFNAAdiaqzm1nuWrwTJ_hgnFMbQLz4iM52Z3Mep1yon0VUxiUAS26MkkXhnlFS-szzSosGGDwEfNHOjnkpZsQtk8Ia0bFBnXMxi7Y&__tn__=kK-R
https://us06web.zoom.us/j/83848132815?pwd=yknklojB8zOPVuXt1cmY5Tbmwb1Kdn.1
https://www.indiancountryecho.org/program/indian-country-oral-health-echo-program/
https://www.indiancountryecho.org/program/oral-health-echo-program/
https://www.worldoralhealthday.org
https://www.who.int/southeastasia/news/detail/20-03-2023-world-oral-health-day-accelerate-action-to-achieve-universal-coverage-for-oral-health
https://www.americandentaltherapyassociation.org/research

“We started the dental therapy program in
September of 2023 and we started with
seven first-year students and seven second-
year students, so students who already
have a background in oral health have an
opportunity to move directly into second
year. We will be graduating our first
students with a Bachelor of Science in
Dental Therapy this June. We hope those
learners are going to go out and serve northern communities, not only in
northern Saskatchewan, but coast to coast to coast.”

Click here to read more.

Interested in Volunteering with the
ADTA?

The ADTA is accepting volunteers for its five
committees: Annual Conference Committee,
Editorial Committee, Education Committee,
Governance Committee, and Speaker's Bureau.
Fill out this application if you are interested in
volunteering with the ADTA. Volunteers must be
active members of the ADTA. If you are not a
member but are interested in joining, click here
for membership information.

Volunteer Now!

OPP[]RTUNITY
JUST AHEAD

If you are in need of scholarship funding, continuing education, or are
interested in becoming a dental therapist, click on the opportunities below.

¢ Join the dental team at Kennebec Valley Family Dentistry in Augusta,
ME! Kennebec Valley Family Dentistry is a non-profit dental center
overlooking the river and the State Capital, and they are looking for a full-
time Dental Hygiene Therapist to join their team. To learn more about this
opportunity, contact Bonnie Vaughan, Executive Director, at

bssvaughan@msn.com or 207-623-3400. Do not miss out — apply by


https://larongenow.com/2024/02/27/northlands-celebrate-new-dental-therapy-program-in-la-ronge/
https://www.americandentaltherapyassociation.org/membership
https://amdta.memberclicks.net/adta-volunteer-opportunities
mailto:bssvaughan@msn.com

March 21, 2024! For more information click here.

Michigan Community Health Centers are eager to hire dental therapists,
and the Delta Dental Foundation will provide a $5,000 Workforce
Development Incentive to any dental therapist who accepts a position at
a Michigan Primary Care Association (MPCA) member health center!
Watch MPCA's Career Center Page for new career opportunities.

The importance of higher education cannot be overstated — education
can be transformational for individuals, tribes and communities. The
Washington Indian Gaming Association (WIGA) Scholarship Program
provides scholarships to Native American and Alaska Native students
pursuing opportunities in higher education. Since 2006, WIGA has
awarded more than $1 million in scholarships. Applications for 2024-25
scholarships are due March 31, 2024. Learn more and apply now by
clicking here.

Community Catalyst is hiring a Senior State Advocacy Manager
(remote) to support partners working on dental therapy and other oral
health issues. Click here to apply now!

The Restuccia Health Justice Fellowship (The Fellowship) is a program
dedicated to supporting the growth and reach of diverse advocacy
organizations and their leadership teams situated at the intersection of
race equity, health justice, and organizational transformation. It honors
the legacy and vision of Rob Restuccia, Community Catalyst’s longtime
and founding executive director. Click here to apply to participate in the
Restuccia Health Justice Fellowship. Deadline to Apply is March 25.

The State of Vermont is in need of a dental therapy director at Vermont
State University. Legislation passed in 2016 and filling this position will
allow Vermont to begin its dental therapy education program. For more
information, click here.

Optimize Dental Teams with Dental Therapists: A free self paced 3 credit
CE course. For more information, click here.

The NPAIHB Community Health Representative (CHR) Education
Program is now recruiting for the CHR Advanced Course starting March

19120241 The CHR Advanced Course offers a culturally specific
curriculum designed for Indigenous students looking to advance their
education and get an insight into different medical fields within the
Community Health Aide Program, such as dental health, behavioral
health, and community health. For more information, click here.


https://amdta.mcjobboard.net/jobs/144917?utm_source=email&utm_medium=job_post_confirmation&utm_context=job_posting_link
https://www.mpca.net/job-opportunities/?_job_search=%22dental therapist%22
https://www.washingtonindiangaming.org/scholarships/
https://communitycatalyst.org
https://phe.tbe.taleo.net/phe01/ats/careers/v2/viewRequisition?org=BDRJ9R&cws=37&rid=84
https://phe.tbe.taleo.net/phe01/ats/careers/v2/viewRequisition?org=BDRJ9R&cws=37&rid=84
https://communitycatalyst.org/work/projects/restuccia-health-justice-fellowship/
https://communitycatalyst.org/resource/apply-now-to-participate-in-the-restuccia-health-justice-fellowship/
https://recruiting.ultipro.com/VER1019VTSC/JobBoard/55bc16fd-14ac-4ae2-8f5a-b3ec6a142051/OpportunityDetail?opportunityId=eb120c5f-560c-4ef3-b653-fc9bc6da11c1
https://dentaltherapy-ohlh.talentlms.com/
https://amdta.memberclicks.net/assets/Publications/CHR FAQ-Flyer 2024 final.pdf

UPCOMING
EVENTS |

L

e ADTA Virtual Conference Offered as Lunch & Learn Webinar Series

February and March 2024

How Dental Practices Can Incorporate Alternative Care Delivery

Methods & Virtual Appointments Into Clinical Practice (1 CE),

March 13, 2024, 12 pm to 1 pm PT (2 pm CT, 3 pm ET)

SDF and Its Role in Medical and Dental Integration (1 CE) March

19, 2024, 9 am to 10 am PT (11 am CT, 12 pm ET)

Its all Fine, with Povidone lodine (.75 CE), March 21, 2024, 9 am

to 10 am PT (11 am CT, 12 pm ET)

The Evolution of the Oral Health Workforce in Australia Over the
Last 50 Years, (1 CE), March 25, 2024,12 pmto 1 pm PT (2 pm
CT,3pmET)

Public Speaking Training for Dental Therapists: Becoming Our
Own Advocates (1 CE), March 28, 2024,9 am to 10 am PT (11
am CT, 12 pm ET).

e 2024 National Tribal Health Conference - Mark your calendars! National

Indian Health Board will be hosting their National Tribal Health
Conference on May 19-23, 2024 in Rapid City, SD!

ON DEMAND

LEARNING

Below is a list of on demand webinars in the dental industry. To learn more,
click on the event.


https://amdta.memberclicks.net/adta-virtual-annual-conference-programs
https://amdta.memberclicks.net/adta-virtual-annual-conference-programs
https://register.gotowebinar.com/register/4570908866996057944
https://register.gotowebinar.com/register/6692946517393799256
https://register.gotowebinar.com/register/5568853108155738453
https://register.gotowebinar.com/register/509330505070238808
https://register.gotowebinar.com/register/4778705569530313560
https://www.carequest.org/education/webinars/black-history-and-oral-health?utm_campaign=january_newsletter2&utm_medium=email&_hsmi=291247981&_hsenc=p2ANqtz-9--7gZiHMhu452iLwMSzizj_ghay5AoeQ-zX5zqygSJ_n3eP-Q7skIplATiVTpMhtB75FmGPBhSlnkRlBLkBlqqXOozMmICe3boSZcRNdTd8Om3yY&utm_source=newsletter
https://web.cvent.com/event/22725cbf-a10e-4f68-8fa7-0f001c653bd1/regProcessStep1:9690453d-8efa-4419-ace1-1dbe4b7b3437

e Optimize Dental Teams with Dental Therapists

e Minimally Invasive Care in Dentistry: Healing Tooth Decay with Brush On

Therapies

¢ An Introduction to Value-Based Care in Oral Health: Moving from Volume

to Value

e Glass lonomer Cement: Prevention and Beyond

e Caring for Individuals with Disabilities: Practical Considerations for Dental

Providers

¢ Providing Oral Health Care to Autistic Individuals

e Understanding and Providing Trauma-Informed Oral Health Care

e Dental Fear and Anxiety: Why It Exists and What Providers Can Do to

Help

e Updating Your Knowledge of Dental Caries: Causes, Concerns, and

Considerations

e Connecting Caries Risk Assessments and Cultural Awareness

e Managing Dental Caries: Evolving Strategies and Proven Techniques

Join the ADTA in ensuring all Americans have

access to high-quality oral health care.
Click here to learn more!

The ADTA proudly partners with

National 7
A RC O RA Partnership for l"“v
Foundation Dental Therapy o A‘H, —

Bending the Arc of Oral Health Toward Equity Tribal Oral Health
Initiative

0%
#€49 NATIVE ORAL HEALTH C
== Plisssans CareQuestC

Institute for Oral Health..



https://arcorafoundation.org/optimize-dental-teams-with-dental-therapists/
https://www.carequest.org/education/course/minimally-invasive-care-dentistry-healing-tooth-decay-brush-therapies/overview
https://www.carequest.org/education/course/introduction-value-based-care-oral-health-moving-volume-value/overview
https://www.carequest.org/education/course/glass-ionomer-cement-prevention-and-beyond/overview
https://www.carequest.org/education/course/caring-individuals-disabilities-practical-considerations-dental-providers/overview?utm_campaign=Webinars&utm_medium=email&_hsmi=272362677&_hsenc=p2ANqtz-8Kb3MuHu07Dam6HOiiWqUB8EtR_aNIIZF5X1FFTxr1NGF7rkDJle6kJiUfhXIKbNB8XEaCLJBeSGomigUjvCQ0GXOGlQ&utm_content=270497124&utm_source=hs_email
https://www.carequest.org/education/course/providing-oral-health-care-autistic-individuals/overview?utm_campaign=Webinars&utm_medium=email&_hsmi=272362677&_hsenc=p2ANqtz-9-3sYoRxuIurW__M_FdN7i6jpUz81CqqGBNN6Kfw7VIVtAqSSrSblTKgG_yPzxNOmcGvPz8cD2h54_e5ba9A2c5x4O8Q&utm_content=270497124&utm_source=hs_email
https://www.carequest.org/education/course/understanding-and-providing-trauma-informed-oral-health-care/overview
https://www.carequest.org/education/course/dental-fear-and-anxiety-why-it-exists-and-what-providers-can-do-help/overview
https://www.carequest.org/education/course/updating-your-knowledge-dental-caries-causes-concerns-and-considerations/overview
https://www.carequest.org/education/course/connecting-caries-risk-assessments-and-cultural-awareness/overview
https://www.carequest.org/education/course/managing-dental-caries-evolving-strategies-and-proven-techniques-0/overview

American Dental Therapy Association (ADTA)
www.americandentaltherapyassociation.org

Questions? Click here for more information.

Follow us on social media!
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